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			Our 40th Anniversary


		

	


	
		
			During one of life’s most unknown journeys, coping with the physical and emotional hardships that transplantations cause can bring significant challenges. Yet in their home away from home at Gift of Life, patients and caregivers develop supportive relationships with others confronting similar challenges. It is our hope that together we have made a difference over these past 40 years in sharing the greatest gift of all, the gift of life.


		

	










	
		
			40 Years of Hope and Healing


		

	





	
		
			In 1973, Helen Pompeian gave life to her son, Edward, for the second time. Little did he know that his mother’s gift of a kidney would change his life immeasurably. Pompeian’s direct experience with the needs of transplant patients and their families quickly led him to believe that a shared environment in a home-like setting would be beneficial to the health and well-being of all concerned. Thus began the dream now know as Gift of Life Transplant House.


		

	





	
		
			Ed Pompeian and three Mayo Clinic employees, Mary Davie, Sylvester Sterioff, M.D., and Greg Warner, worked to build support in the community, raising the funds for a down payment on a home and became the first board members of Gift of Life Transplant House. In December 1984, Gift of Life, Inc., officially opened its doors with eight guest rooms at 624 West Center Street in Rochester, MN.

Finally, in 1994, the Board of Directors purchased the “Judd house.” This private home, built in 1911, was the home of the E. Starr Judd family. Renovation of the house and its three guest rooms began immediately. In June 1995, Gift of Life welcomed guests to its new home.
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			Many of our photos here reflect their age yet are an important part of the preservation of Gift of Life’s legacy. If you have any photos of those early days and would like to share them with us, please mail them to Gift of Life Transplant House, 705 2nd St. SW, Rochester, MN 55902 or email them to Kayla at kayla@gift-of-life.org.
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			Gallery of Life
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			Be Our Guest
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			Events


		

	











	
		
			Upcoming Events


		

	


	
		
			
Table Inspirations, A Celebration of Home





		

	





	
		
			
Gift of Life Golf Tournament





		

	





	
		
			
Clash of the Chefs, A Food Fight





		

	














	
		
			Who we are


		

	


	
		
			Gift of Life Transplant House was founded in 1984 by the inspiration and determination of Ed Pompeian. A two-time kidney recipient, Ed recognized the need for affordable housing for individuals going through the transplant journey. From an eight- bedroom home established in 1984, Gift of Life Transplant House has grown to be the largest transplant hospitality house in the nation, with 84 guest rooms. Our commitment is to provide high quality, affordable accommodations to transplant patients and their caregivers in a home-like supportive environment.


		

	








			


			
		


	





	


    
	
	

		
		

			

				

				
					
						Mission Statement
			
The mission of the Gift of Life Transplant House is to provide transplant patients and their caregivers with high quality, affordable accommodations in a supportive, home-like environment.





		
					


				
					
						Office Hours
				Monday 8am – 5pm
	Tuesday 8am – 5pm
	Wednesday 8am – 5pm
	Thursday 8am – 5pm
	Friday 8am – 5pm
	Weekends Closed
	Closed for major holidays




		
					


				
					
						Contact Info

	        
	        	705 2nd Street SW Rochester, MN 55902
507-288-7470
office@gift-of-life.org
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